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001 IN THE CENTURIES j

iGonlctcr tho Years of Many Oonor- -
t ntions
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K- - riftv Dr Tiilmnga Sunday morning
Hvanproprlutoly took for tho attbjuet of his

jiKflttVoiivHtliiy sermon Tho Chrouol
lr ffV tf the Ulblo or God Among tho

i itll vilitfili text oIiobou was Deuteronomy
ivvll 7 Consider Vim year- - of umny

it
gOlUMlll ions

l im viWtrA I U In lit nlirltl wlillit tinVlUWt i i ii- - iw
niuny K00 plo wcro watching an
old friend paused out of our homes and
a stranger entered The old friend
making valedictory was IMi-j- - the
stranger arriving la 1 sui The old
friend was garrulous wljlt the occur ¬

rences of many daya hut tho stranger
his linger over his lip and said uoth

Injr aivl seemed charged with many
secrets ami mysteries I did not see
cither the departure or the urrlval hut
was sound asleep thinking that wan
forme tho bent way to be wideawake
now lood by 1W21 Welcome isij

As an army Is divided Into brigades
and regiments and companies and they
observe this order in tiioir mareu ana

I l0ir tread Is majewtle so the time of
11ti iictiilrimtil la lllllltil tlllft 1111

1110 WUIHI lAimuini in i miw
army divinely commanded the eras are
tlio brigades the centuries are the regi ¬

ment and the years are thccnmpaiiics
Forward Into the eternity past out of
the eternity to come Forward la the
command and nothing can huluthem
oven though the world should die
While obeying my tet Consider the
years of many generations I propose
to speak of the Chronology of the
Hlble or 1ml Among the Ceuturles

i-
- make n distinction between time

and eternity but time Is only a piece of
olcrmty ami chronology 1ms been en ¬

gaged In the divine work of dividing
tip this portion of eternity that we call
time into compartments and putting
events in their right compartment it
Ik iik much an injustice against the past
to w rongly arrange its events as it would
Ve an injustice If through neglect of
chronological accuracy It should In the
fur distant future be said that America
was discovered in 1771 and the declara ¬

tion of indepondcncewas signed In 1 IDJ

and Washington born ton the ii d of
March and the civil war of the United
Mates was fought In laiO

ACod puts all the events of time In

the light place let us be careful that
we do not put them In the wrong place
The chronology of the Hlble taken six
steps but they are steps so long It
makes us hold our breath as we watch
the movement From Adam to
Abraham From Abraham to the
exodus out of Kgypt From the exodus
to the foundation Solomons temple
From the foundation of Solomons
tcinplo to the destruction of that
temple From the destruction of the
temple to the return from Hubylonlsh
captivity From Babylonish captivity
to the birth of Christ

lironology takes pen and pencil and
calling astronomy and history to help
say- - Lot us fix one event from which
to calculate everything Let It be a
alar the Iethlehcm star the Christmas
Mar And from thaj we go back and
see the world was created 1001 years
be fou Christ the deluge came JIK
years before Christ the exodus out of
Kgyptoccurrcd I tat yearn before Christ
and Solomons temple was destroyed
iii r rutiikiIll t iltn iii iMii will hi

Chronology entors the first chapter
of Genesis and says the day mentioned
l sieve ik not a uayoi uvuiuj iuui i

but of ages the word there translated
an day in other places meaning ages
and ho the ltlble account of the creu
at ton and the geologists account of the
creation are completely harmonious
Chronology enters the bqok of Daniel
and says that the words time and a
luil f mean a year and a half

Chronology enters at another point
and shows us that the seasons of the
vcar were then only two summer and
winter We find that the Hlble year
was MO days Instead of MS that the
day was calculated from 0 oclock In the
morning to I oclock at night that the
night was divided Into four watches
namely the late watch the midnight
the cock crowing the early watch The
clock and watch were Invented so long
after the world began their mission
that tlio day was not very sharply di-

vided

¬

In lllble times Aha had a sun ¬

dial or n flight of stairs with a column
nt the top and the shadow which that
column threw on the steps beneath in

dleated the hour the shadow lengthen
Ink or withdrawing from stop to step

lint the events of lifts and the events
of tlm world moved bo slowly for the
most part In Hlble time that they had
no need of such time pieces as we stand
on our mantels or carry in our poolcots

in an ago when a man may have a half
dozen or a doen engagements for one

day and needs to know the exact in Urn to

for each ono of them The earth Itself
In inula times win tlio oblof time plow
and It turned once on Its avis and that
was a day and onco around tho sun and
that was a year

It was not until the Fourteenth corn

tury that the almanao was born tlm
almanac that wo tos carelessly about
not realising that It Jnok tho necuinu
laird Ingenuity of more than MjWyoar

had to bringto imiliq one Chronology
tutu Its service the monuments of
Kgtptnnd the cylinder of Assyria

id tho brlcUa of ilabyloii and the pot

tery of Nineveh and tho medals fttruok
nt Antloeh for tho buttle of Aetlttm
and all tho hieroglyphics that could bo
dcolphorod and had to go Into tho ex-
tremely

¬

dellcato business of asking the
ages of Adam and Seth anil Knock and
Methuselah who after their 5100th year
wanted to bo thought young

1 think It must have been in recogni-
tion

¬

of tho stupendous work of making
an almanao that all thu days of the
week are named after tho gods Sunday
after the sun which was of old wor ¬

shiped as a god Monday after tho
moon which was also worshlpod as a
god Tuesday after Tueseo the god
of war Wednesday after Woden the
chief god of tho Scandinavians Thurs ¬

day after Thor tho god of thunder
Friday after Frea tho goddess of
marriage And Saturday after Saturn
The old lllble year began with tho Jftth
of March Not until J7YJ did the first
of the month of January get the honor
In legal documents In lugland of being
called the tlrst day of the year

Improvements all along have been
made In chronology until the calendar
and the almanac and the clock and the
watch seem to have reached perfection
and all tho nations of Christendom have
similarity of time calculations and have
adopted what Is called now style ex ¬

cept Utissla which keeps what Is called
the old style and Is twelve days dif-
ferent

¬

so that waiting from there If
you wish to bo accurate you date your
letter da unary 1 ami January lit or De ¬

cember JO and December UJ it Is some ¬

thing to thank Clod for that the modes
are so complete for calculating tho
cycles the centuries the doendos the
years the mouths the days thu hours
the hcconds

Think of making appointments as in
the ltlble days for the time of the now
moon Think of making one of the
watches of the night In lllble times a
rooster crowing The ltlble says He
fore the cook crow thou shall deny me
thrice If the Master oometh at the
cockcrowlng ami that was tho way
the midnight watch was indicated The
crowing of that barnyard bird has
always been most uncertain Tho crow ¬

ing is at tliu lowest temperature of the
night ami the amount of dew and the
direction of the wind may bring the
lowest teutperalure at 11 oclock at
night or J oclock In the morning and
at any one of six hours Just before a
rain tho crowing of chanticleer In the
night Is almost perpetual

Compare these modes of marking
time with our modes of marking time
when VI oclock is tJ oclock and 0

oclock Is I oclock and 10 oclock is 10

oclock and Independent of all weath-
ers

¬

and then thank Cod that you live
now Hut notwithstanding all the Im ¬

perfect modesof marking hours or years
or centuries Hlble chronology never
trips tip never falters nevercontradlcts
Itself and here Is one of tho best argu ¬

ments for tho authenticity of tho Scrip-
tures

¬

If you can prove an alibi In tho
courts and you can prove beyond doubt
that you were In soino particular place
at the time you were charged with do-

ing
¬

or saying something hi quite an ¬

other place you gain the victory and
Infidelity has tried to prove an alibi by
contending that events ami clrcuiu
atances In the Hlble ascribed to certain
times must have taken place at some
other time If they took place at all
Hut this books chronology has never
been caught at fault It has been
proved that when the Hebrews went
Into Kgypt there were only seventy of
them and that when they came out
there were lti000i of them

Now says Infidelity with a guffaw
that It can not suppress what an ab- -

surdity They went down Into Kgpyt
seventy and came out 1000010 That
la a falsehood on the face of it Nations
do not Increase lu that ratio Hut my
skeptical friend hold a moment Tho
Hlble says the Jews were UtO years lu
Kgypt and that explains the increase
from seventy persons totf000000 for it
Is no more but rather less than tho or ¬

dinary increase of nations The pilgrim
fathers came to America In the May-

flower

¬

one small shipload of pas ¬

sengers less than I00 years ago
and now we have a nation of 00000000
Where then Is so called Impossibility
that the seventy Jews who went Into
Kgypt In iiu years became i 000000
Inlldollty wrong and Hlble chronology
right

Now stop and rollout Why Is It that
this sublime subject of lllble chronology
lius been so neglected ami that the
most of you have never given ton min-

utes
¬

to the consideration of It and that
this Is the first sermon overpreaohod im
this stupendous and ovwholinlng
theme We luivo stood bj tho half day
or the whole day --it grand reviews and
soon ariulos pass

Again and again and again on the
Champ- - KlysoutUropchiueii by tlio hun ¬

dreds of thousands have stood and
wHtehedHho bannered armies go by
ami the huzza has been three uilloa long
anil until the populacu were so hoaroe
they could htimi no longer Again and
again and again tho nermann by hun ¬

dreds of thousands havo stoqd on tho
palaecd and statuod Untcr den Linden
Horlln and strown garland under the1

feet of uniformed hosts led on by Von
Moltko or Itltioher or Frederick tho
Great

When Wellington mid Ioiwonby Rtid

tho Scots Oray cani ro Water-
loo

¬

or Wolnoloy from Kgypt or Miirl
borough from lllonlielm wlmt military
processions through Uegt street nnri
along by tho palace of London and over
tho bridge of tlm Thame Wlmt al-

most
¬

Intermlnablo lines of military on
tho streets of our American capital

MM

whllo mayors and governors and prod
dents with uncovered head --looked onl
Hut put all those grand reviews to-

gether
¬

and thoy aro tamo compared
with the review which on this Now
Year day you from tho pow and I
from the pulpit witness

Hour them pass In chronological order
all the years before tho Hood all tho

years since the flood decades abreast
centuries abreast epochs abreast mil-

lenniums
¬

abreast Egyptian civilization
llabyloulaii populations Asyrlun do¬

minions armies of Iersian tfrcclau
reloponneslan ami Homanwars llyzan
tine empire Saracenlo hosts crusaders
of the tlrst the second third and tho
last avalanche of men dark ages lu
somber epaulets and brighter ages with
shields of silver and helmets of gold
Italy Spain France llussla Germany
Knglnud and America past and pres-
ent

¬

dynasties feudal domains despot ¬

isms monarchies republics ages on
ages ages on ages passing to day In a
chronological review until one has no
more power to look upon the advancing
columns now brilliant now squalid
now garlanded with peace now crim-
son

¬

with slaughter how horrid with
ghastllness now radiant with love and
joy

This chronological study affords
among other practical thoughts espe ¬

cially two the one encouraging to thq
last degree and theother startling The
encouraging thought Is that tho main
drift of the centuries has been toward
betterment with only hero and there a
stout reversal Grecian elvlllatlon
was a vast Improvement on Kgyptlun
civilization and Unman civilization a
vast Improvement on Grecian civiliza-
tion

¬

and Christian civilization Is a vast
Improvement on Roman civilization

What was the boasted age of Pericles
compared with the ago of Longfellow
and Tennyson What was Queen
Kllzabeth as a specimen of moral wom ¬

anhood compared with Queen Victoria
What were the cruel warriors of olden
times compared with tho most distin-
guished

¬

warriors of tho last half cen-

tury
¬

all of them as much distinguished
for kindness and good morals as for
prowess -- tlio two military leaders of
our civil war on northern and southern
side communicant members of Christian
churches and their home life as puro as
their public life

Nothing Impresses mo In this chrono-
logical

¬

review more than the fact that
the rogiiuents of years are better and
better regiments as tho troops move on
1 thank God that you ami 1 were not
bora any sooner than wo were born
How could u have endured the disas ¬

ter of being born In the eighteenth or
seventeenth or slxteonteenth century
Glad am 1 that wo are in the regiment
now passing the reviewing stand and
that our children will pasM the stand lu
a atlll bettor regiment God did not
build tills world for a slaughter house
or a dun of infamy

A good deal of cleaning house will bo
necessary before this world becomes as
clean and sweet as It ought to be but
the brooms and the scrubbing brushes
and the upholsterers and plumbers aro
already busy and when tho world gets
fixed up as It will be If Adam and Kvo
ever visit It as I expect they will they
will wiy to each other Well this
beats paradlso when wo lived there
and the pears and tho plums aro better
than wo plucked from the first trees
and wardrobes are more complete and
tho climate Is better

Since I settled In my own mind the
fact that God was stronger than tho
devil I have never lost faith lu tho
emparadisatlou of this planet With tho
exception of a retrogression In tho Dark
Ages the movement of tho world has
been on and on and up and up and I

have two jubilant hosannas one for
the closing year and tho other for tho
new year

Hut the other thought coming out of
this Hiibjeet Is that Hlblleal chronology
and Indeed all chronology Is urging tho
world to more punctuality ami Imuiodl
ntoncMi What an unsatisfactory and in-

definite
¬

thing It must havo been for two
business men in tho time of Aha to
make an appointment saying Wo will
settle that business matter to morrow
when the shadow on the dial of Aha
reaches the tenth step from the top or

I will meet you lu the street called
Straight In Damascus In the time of tho
now moon or when asked lu a court-
room

¬

what time an ocourrenco took
place should answer It was during
the time of the latter rain or It was
at the time of tho third crowing of
the barnyardl

You ami I remember when ministers
of thu gospel In the country giving out
a iiotleo of an evening service Instead
of saying at lor 7 or H oclock would
say The service will begin at early
candle light Thank God for chron-
ological

¬

achievements which have
ushered In calendars and almanacs and
clocks and watches and at so cheap a
rate all may possess theml Chronology
beginning by appreciating the value of
yoara and the value of days has kopt
on until It cries out Man Immortal
woman Immortal look out for that
minute look out for that sccondl

We talk a great deal about the vnluo
of time but will never fully upprcuiato
Its value until the last fragment of It
has passed outof our possesion forever
The greatest fraud a man can commit Is
to rob another of his time Hear It ye
laggards and repent S All tho fingers of
chronology point to punctuality as out
of the graces The minister or the Ih
turur or buslncMt man who con to his
place ton minutes utter the appointed
time commits a crime the enormity of
which carl only be estimated by miiHI
plying the number of perso as preeent

bv tn If tke aair4et Ve

with five per ho aw Rtelen After
minutes for he w hw mwmee K me
kiiiI hn bun rnbbvA Mek mi the five
eona of ton minute apkee unci t
tunoH tivo aro nity

If thorn bo A00 person proeeutmU he
bo ton minutes too late he kes commit-
ted

¬

a robbery of fl000 minutes for ten
times flOO aro flOOO und 6000 minute
aro olghty throo houra which make
moro than three day The thief of dry
goods the thof of bank bllU U not
half so bad as tho thlof of time

Dr Uush tho greatest and husleat
physician of his day approolatod the
vnluoof time and whoti asked how he
had been able to gather so muuh Infor-
mation

¬

for his books and lootures ho re-

plied
¬

huvo boon able to do It by
economizing my time I havo not spent
ono hour In amusement In thirty years
And taking a blank hook from hi
pocket ho said I IIU a book llko thla
every week with thoughts that occur to
mo and facts collected In tho rooms of
my patients

Hut do not let us got an Impression
from ohrouology that because tho yoara
of time have been so long In procesalou
they are to goon forever Matter Is not
eternal No nol If you watoh half a
day or a whole day or two days aal
oneo did to see a military procession
you remember tho last brigade and
the last regiment and tho latt com ¬

pany finally passed on and as wo rose
to go wo eiild to each other It la all
over

So this mighty procession of earthly
years will terminate Just when 1 haw
no power to prognosticate but noloneo
eontlrnm the Hlble propheoy that tho
earth can not ulwayn last Indeed thoro
has been a fatality of worlds Tho
moon Is merely tho corpse of what it
once was ami scientists havo again
ami again gone up lu their obsorvato
rlcs to attend the deathbed of dying
worlds and have seen them cremated
So I am certain both from tho Word of
God and science that tho worlda chro¬

nology will sooner or later come to Us
last chapter

Tho final century will arrive andpasn
on and then will come tho final decade
and then the final year and tho final
mouth and tho final day The last
spring will swing its censor of apple
blossoms and the last winter bank Its
snows The last sunset will burn llko
Moscow and tho last morning radiate
the hills Tho clocks will strike their
last houraud tho watches will tick their
last second No Incendiaries will bo
needed to run hither and yon with
torches to sot tho world on fire

Chemistry teaehca us that there Is a
verv liiflammablo element in water
While oxygen makoa tip a part of tho
water the other part of tho water Is hy ¬

drogen and that Is very combustible
Tho oxygen drawn out from tho water
tho Inflammable hydrogen will put In ¬

stantly Into conflagration tho IludHous
and Savannahs and Mississippi and
Hliluos and Urals and Dan
ubes and Atlantic and Pacific
and Indian and Mediterranean
seas And thon tho angel of God de ¬

scending from tho throne might put
one foot on thu surf of tho sea and tho
other on tho beach and cry to tho four
winds of Heaven Time was but time
shiUt be no longer Yet found In
Christ pardoned and sanctified we
shall welcome tho day with more glad ¬

ness than you over welcomed a Christ-
mas

¬

or Now Years morn

Tlm TitHiit or Our Au
The trend of our age In theology an

lu politics literature selenuo and art
Is toward the concrete rather than tho
abstract toward helpfulness It tends
to percolate down from theory Into
practice And this tendency contains
tlio promise and potency of union All
Mihoola of religious thought aro pretty
well agreed already that love and
righteousness are the supremo traits In
Divine and lu human character that
sacrifice Is tho universal law of high
existence that service Is tho common
and imperative duty of all life that
the redemption and Idealization of so¬

ciety Is the goal to bo run for and that
absolute trust in God and tho conse ¬

quent hope of Immortality arc the con ¬

summate virtues This Is not a step It
Is a stride forward Galileo was right

tho world docs moveNt Louis lie
public

What UoliU huroh Tngitlhvr
Iii speaking of ahurch union the In ¬

dependent remarks Wo aro fully con-
vinced

¬

that spiritual oneness Is the only
force that can bring churches together
What separates them is what Is formal

Intellectual or administrative differ-
ences

¬

or theology or polity The
churches havo already well nigh
learned that Intellectual difference
should not separate them I We are
slower to learn that It I not polity
tiiat makes a church

HWIIH ll IMMWWWWWWH

Dante Milton WonUwortb Whit
tier and Tennyson were great poet
that everybody know They wore also
groat theologian which I not com ¬

monly known They net only taught
the Divine Fatherhood but they
wrought thl supreme truth lute the
hand and heart of men Whlttlur
ha now been quickly joined by Ten
nyson and the world never too rloh In
noble spirit I dottbly bereaved The
mortal part of great hard die the
immortal aliig on and or forever

When man hi poaltlve een
vtetlon of the exUtenee of God hU be ¬

lief in tk Immortality of tke m1 ee n
not survive nor en he kohl on W kU
conception ef tke abolMt nea f moral
Ity There eon ke no akeelate morali-
ty

¬

without a Oo4 anil n l
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Santa Ke N tt hm vm mmk
church in thu United iHnte H ww
built In lHn

Moro than oHe thlrd of th
ors of llto United StMie tw neew-rtl- H-
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Thrmtly oWvtCrdlmil
cent VaWntelll s a younjrer WnWeft wf
Cardinal keratin Yaanutelll nitkU
said to be the first time In U Jhlefcenr
of tho snored eolleffw thnt soil in It
lui ve boon alumltnnonusly hold by broth- -

1 vf J

The Uorlln City Mission society ht

intuVi aUuoeMful than over In Ita aer
mou distribution Tho weekly m1IUoh

Is now tiioooo Of theso 18000 are used
lu Horlln among thoso whose work
does not permit thorn to attend tlm
ohuroh services 07000 go to other parja
of lrussla ftlOOOto other Gorman coun ¬

tries and 0M0 to other purl of Ru
rope Tho Dresden society publisher
an edition of 13000 each week of
which about liMO go to other uountrloa
than Saxony

That a Jewish rabbi should bo In-

vited
¬

to ofllolatn as chaplain In the ro- -

speotlvo houses of congress Is not m
rare iv olreumstauco as seems to bo
Nomothnes thought Among those who
havo so ofilolated besides Dr Wlso and
Dr Silverman may ho mentioned Dr
Ivrauskopf and Dr Jastrow of Plilla- -

dolphin Dr lllrsoh of Chicago Dr
llutnutoher and Dr Hrold of Haiti
more Dr Lllleitthal of Cincinnati Dr
Gotthlld of New Yorkj Dr Ilnnunnl
who delivered tho sermon on thu mem ¬

orable day when Ilnnlm was olootod
speaker Dr Stern of Washington D

and several others
The schools of Japan havo mado a

favorable Impression upon no loss an
educator than Frof George T Ladd of
Yale university who him recently ar-

rived
¬

homo from a visit to Japan dur¬

ing which ho lectured before sever-
al

¬

universities Ho says There aro
two kinds of lustltutlous lho private
schools which aro carried on by enter ¬

prising citizens many of which are
surrounded by Christian tnilueucos and
thogovorniuont schools which uro care-
fully

¬

graded ami which tiro maintained
with considerable atrletnoss and fol-

low
¬

somewhat the German Thoro aro
tho primary schools and Kotu ChuGuk
ho which translated means thu higher
middle schools At tho head of those
Is tho Imperial university situated lu
Toklo There Is no Latin or Greek

i taught here Chinese being tho classical
tongue The government Institutions
bre not seats of the Christian religion
slthough there aro many Christian
teachers lu them Thoro Is no loose ¬

ness In tho curriculum everything be ¬

ing strictly attended to

THE MOHNINO NAP

1lin Trouble It Noiuitlnton Ciuikch In the
IHlllllV

It seems a very Insignificant thing
that morning nap but what an amount
of trouble It manages to stir up lu oth ¬

erwise peaceful fauilllim 1 know a
homehold that Is kept in almost con ¬

stant turmoil wholly beoauso of this no

dilutive little solf liidulgcnco Nearly
all the fainlly Javs tuny bo traced to tho
fact that one member of the family did
not havo strength of mind enough to
get up lu tho morning when ho was
called

Tho mother Ih ono of thoso mortals
who have tho Vormed habit of early
rising and alio can not understand tho
Indolence and Inertia which make any
one Ho drowsily lu bed on a beautiful
bright morning Hlio herself longs to
get up and get- - at tho daya work It
would be utterly Impossible for her to
waste the best part of tho day In sleep
Tho rest of the family howovor aro
not so fortunate One in nurtlouhir Is
a slave to his extra forty wlnlm

It Is not that ho does not desire to
rise lu time Ho has formed resolution
after resolution but all to no purpose
Ho would lllio to get started oarly aa
well as anyone and every night ho Is
sure that tho next day ho will but lu
thu morning it does not scorn at all tho
mime Bo down ho comes rushing half
an hour late cauh morning angry with
himself beoauso ho knowa ho will be
chasing that lost half hour vainly all
through tho day and angry with tho
rest of tho world because ho knows he
is in tho wrong and he Imagines they
think so

Ills all ft bad habit simply one of
those weaknesses that people yield to
because they dont seem large enough
to fight against No real struggle emn
worth while It would be easier after
a few determined efforts in overeome
this Inclination and wouldnt It be
worth whllo to make such efforla If we
thought at length wo could join the
finks of thoso uiostblosMxt among wen
tio people who like to get up early
Harpers uaxari

II IWIW1I1

Htt fur Ilk MHftlH

I dont Iwllove In long onfinro
inouta said a young man to ft slraegi
with whom he kd struck up aa ac¬

quaintance on the trftln W1L I 4
l he longer the letter for me HUnm
do they affect you I am ft nuiei
Honor Waverly Mafftftln

wnieetllrllWt
NHtkleg t Aet

HvwkUm I wer why It kj h4
lightning atver VrHe twUe tj
Mmenlaee lJyonnUk VeoftHM itr H sftritair

I MWI Vwp 91Him ooee eToVw Hp MIWSftj

Twin
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